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k GRATTAN, the 26 author of th Ad- 


— 5 and eminent talents. "He by a = : 
Al times, and particulary. ſince 
ment. of our diſaſteraus conteſt with * Fre F 
Republic, as little encouraging to the advocates o 
_ caflamed. err as. 3 the. Ls Fa of 
corruption: his opinions may therefore preſum- 
ed hole of a cool and moderate mind, and his 
ſtatements will be free from the influence of an 
nthuſiaſm which might diminiſh the * 1 4 
'$ teſtimony. . There 1s no man from es ve 
can more fately form our ju ton Iriſh affairs, 
and the parties into which Iriſhmen, are. divided. : 
He.cxpreſſes La concerning them in very de- 
cided There may be conſpiracy,” he 
. ſays, © t oo. may be A 8 5 of 024 Mg and miſery 
in the public cauſe,;” "(and what great public cauſe 
ever was, or ever gan be entirely exempt from the 
machinations - of, b men, and the 1 e 


bad paſſions) ; © but it is a public cauſe, and let 


no man pe Nad es that it is not the cauſe of 
Liberty 2 one / 45 and. Tyranny en the other.” 
How the ſupporters of the .ane have been treated 
is not ſufficiently notorious in this country. Their 


Plaſecuiors, by 3 the freedom gf the en, 


8 FE 2 8 e 
have at once rendered homage to its utility, and 
made an acknowledgment of their own guilt ; but 
all their endeavouts to nc it ſhall be ineffec- 
tual. The world"ſhall know that they have pur- 
ſued with a vindictive ſpirit, which has ſeldom 
been 5 rted againſt the moſt ; atrocious criminals, 
and with a degtee of ferocity not to be found in 
the wildeſt and fierceſt of. the brute creation, a {et 
of men whoſe only crime was an effort ta obtain 
for their country Parliamentary Reform, and te 
© on a great majority of their countrymen from 
Ele pea and diſabilities that were inflicted up- 
on them, on atcount of their reli 2 tenets, hy 
the mercileſs bigotry of the eſtabliſhed" church: 
for this glorious, but hitherto unſucceſsful, effort, 
for which our perſecuted fellow-citizens would once 
have been venerated in England; they haye been 
rewarded with contumely and inſult, and outrage - 
of every deſcription ; with N bas: 
exiles, and tranſportations, and robberies, an 
burnings, and murders, which in number, or in 
circumſtances of flagitious cruelty, cannot be par- 
allelled from the annals of Caligula, or Robeſpierre. 
What conduct can our 70 brethren; be ex- 
* to produce? They have hitherto ſubmit- 
1 perhips they deſerve, all the DONE 
| tion 15 uch lene is entitled. 5 
It may be generally remarked that the people of 
Great Britain do not feel ſufficiently intereſte qd in 
the deſtiny of Ireland. The cauſe of liberty is one 
and the ſame in both countries; it is impoſſible that 
it can triumph ig one, if completely defeated.” in 
the other, Various ate the means which the cor- 


ruption of Ireland affords to a Britiſh Miniſter” a 25 


„A State; ne of the atrocities of one 4nd the * 
e der in Ireland, is now in e preſs. 


* 
. 


” 
Ly 


1 1 
ny, 


ike theo 
againſt.che, 


oy het ja pt nr | 


as of gur g penn 
liſt, che. biß 85 5 dicial e many other 
| lucrative aim of ſiſter country are given as 
rewards to ſo JE: 1 2s lures for the ava= 
rice or = betrayers. 
H $a 1 © « caſe eee | 
ople 


| fo na Arms. der config kn ng... 
their. c privileges againſt a tr Dre 
aſſociation i 0- eſpotic miniſters, how much would 
the event of ſuc 


tion of Ireland. Na ſubdued. 111 our e they 


e nne 
aſcendaycy men, and A ee legi us of rob 
| and Aae who "have made that: appy country 

a ſcene of deyaſtation and horror: but in the o 
or ths ok Af e 
| nexQus, Warriors, 
WA bat Figs nr HEE $ 
N Fj policy, however execrable, of. the. Conti 


tal depgis who conſpired for the n of 


Bench liberty, was far. Rn being abſurd... 

| 5 ihty, that they would. foo bon ceaſe . INE 
Fn if, France continued free. It is not poſſible 
to confine the influence of liberty within the moun- 


tains, the rivers, or the imaginary lines that form 


the boundaries, of empires; Bor is the ocean iiſelf 
a bar to it extenſion. Slavery too has its. influ- 
ence on ling nations, but fortunately in an 


inferior egree. ... Al. the political 1 hiloſopbers, 
e 


however, who. have, ulated upon 


25275 of 3 
counter revolution in France, have agreed 


nion that it would 1 che 7 of * 


. | IDS and 


h a conteſt depend upon the ſitua- 


- 


| . 
Great Britain. 1 then ovr condition depends 
2 5 on that of à people with whom we have 
19 alliances, or connexiohs, and 
wh manners and language are ſo different from 
our own, are we not moſt gröſsh ſcupid to view 
with utiebncerh, the Naxery and wretchehels to 
which nd Iriſh brethren are redured. COPY 
e Muftrions Adam Smith has proved with 
mathematical precifioh, that it is the in of 
every commercial people that all nations ſhould be 
pro tous; and it is equally tru- that it is che in- 
tere of every fre pee t all CD mould 


"JF dis cauſe' of concord f u. Mee l 
i krehind, its enemies in this * unn de filled 


with ſhame and ſtruck with deſ N He its ? 


friends will be animated to — and per 
cKertſon. Then we may ſoon exp 
Parliamentary Reform, and all its berieficial effects? 
- then will wales gent thoſe mortifying difabilities 
calumniate whole claſſes of the communtiy, and de- 
Prive religion of its mild and venerable character: 
then will be introduced a ſyſtem bf taxation whic 
will dimmiſh'the burdens of the poor by com 
ling the rich to pay their juſt Neel then will 
be abrogated thoſe laws that brerk the communi- 
cation between the king and the people: then will 
be diſmiſſed from the pay of the Public that a- 
bominable band of fpies and inſormers who have 


deftroyed the*canfidence,” and 'with'it'all* the plea 


fires of our facial” intercourſe ; and then WI "be 
ſor ever aboliſhed that frightful traffie that ſpreads 

rror and defolation over the continent of Africk; 
yr corrupts and debaſes and fille wich miſery the 
* hole Aare of America: that ſcandalizes the 
<Friftian | rame; ä Britiſn ind, and tends” 


FEY 1 


9 
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= 1 repeat. 8 af liberty is EF 8 
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N extratted Yom 4 Work F confider able 58 05 


. publiſhed in 1789, will, it 1s oped, be nat 
| . 4 tbe Public 1 


1 My . 


THE emancipators of natious, SY the- deb. | 


3 their native land from political thraldom; 
are juſtiy entitled to the warmeſi retributions of 
99 liberality of mankind can pay, 

th on account of the importance of the benefit, 


and the general difficulty af ita achievement. To 


rouſe the languid, to inflame the cold, and to in- 
ſpice the ſpiritleſs, is not the work of common ta- 


lents or inferior ſouls but of tranſcendent abili- | 


2 eos Eos by 2 decds, and 

genius invigo uine patrio- 

tif. To perceive the happy moment for render- 

2 their exertions eſfectual, and to ſeize on the 

8 which the revolution of time 
acc 


and of accidents, has produced for giving deciſive 
efficacy to their efforts are ĩinſtances of ſagacity 


and foreſight, of opportune. reſolution; and vigorous 
determination in the higheſt degree laudable ; which 


reat. Britain and er We can meer. ex 


2 


may * cannot be e * 
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220 ty, it is nevertheleſs. commanding of re 


” 1 | 
ne ee ners are requifte to 


a ſhake off the yoke of long-confirmed uſurpatron, to 
infuſe a contempt of threatened menaces without | 


infringing ee folio, and to elevate A. T5 
ple from the meanneſs of obſequious a ty a 
the dignity of independence, that to 8 
en e their dated peration, 
moderate their energy, are 5 N 


that can ecompenſe the worthy citisen. 


Mr. GAT TAN e eee e . 
ſplouods Grune sd ol the Iriſh Senate T bis 


manly and perſevering exertions do. vr awe.an ins 
dependent COLES and the gratitude. of ther . 
tion for the boon, Te teſtified with a munifi- 
-cence becoming its EL. 62 by no as, ed 
As a public ſpeak 


the meaſure of his de 
er, ag e, oak is 
tin, ſharp, and far from powerful not devoid of 
a variety of tones, but theſe neither rich nor mel - 
3 though not harſh, its want of an thar- 
monious modulation is often ſtriking. Unequal ro 


impaſũonate energy it is thrill: when it ſhould de 


oommanding, and in its lower nates; is ſometimes 


ſcarcely audible, from its hollow neſs of ſound. His 


or to ſupply ita deficiencies, as he 


it cannot: bear, and then ſinking 8 
where its diſtant murmurs can be barely 


His perſon is not the happieſt for form or ene. 


Mr. Grattan's language is loſty, * 
I pious, and peculiarly his bun. Not out with 
The gaudy * of poetic- bre or et 


deſervedly claims the ampleſt and het e wert 5 


8 is but ill adapted cp remedy i 


te at large, unreſtrained by ary 
no raiſing it to an elevation that 


5 


| the attention with pompous terms, Kigh-fou STORE 
and unmeaning, but familarly combining — 2 


6; 


"i 
' / 
. * 


. P — 


; 


with beauty, conciſeneſs with ornament; and ſu- 


4 


- 


\ 


dant and ſplendid, then brief and pointed; equal- 


1 to inſtruct, delight, or agitate; or ſootbe 


he ſoul to peace, or to awaken and arouſe all its 
exalted and elevated energies. His delivery ad- 


mirably accords with the ſtyle of his oratory; never 
languid, or inſipid, or cold, but always poſſeſſing 
. a pleaſing 


warmth, expreſſive®of feeling and im- 
parting ſpirit: whilſt his pronunciation, generally 


- correct, though frequently rapid, is never crowded 


or redundant, but ,diſtin&t and articulate, leaving 


the prejudiced, ard invigorate the torpid. From 


their impulſe proflitution forgets for a moment the 
voice of the miniſter, and the infſuence of place, 
paenſion and pes rage haye bur an enfeebled hold on 
the half · reyived carcaſe, All are conſcious of a 
new - born ſpark of patriotic fire, that with the ra- 


: pidity of the electric ſhock, and alas} too, with 


ts ſhort-lived duration, darts from breaſt to breaſt. 
With comprehenſive intelligence embracing a great 
object, not catching at its parts by detail, he takes 
in the whole at one glance, and ſees inftantly the 
pivot whereon it turns with almoſt intuitive arute- 


- neſs. In. argument he is ſtrong, pointed; cloſe, 


and concluſive, never deviating from his: fubject, 
never ſtraying in _ of extraneons matter, but 


* " 


c 


„ 


blimity with elegance. Adapted to the exigence | 
of the occaſion it is now a wide-{preading confla- + . 
gration, and anon a concentered fire: now abun- 


g ample ſpace for ſtrength and propriety af emphaſis. 
In his manner; life, animation and ardour predo- 
| minate; and that to ſuch a degree as to faſcinate 


; 
it 


PIPE) 


cluſion he. aims at, by a long chain of obſtruſe dif- 


2 but guides it with ſeeming eaſe 4 


pleafing path of natural illuſtration. 


Every 
man thidkd he: cou nal: ke ing: but when ar- 

tempted it is found to be the bow of Ulyſſes. In 
22 . 0 

accumulates his force to overwhelm 


hes rn them; but his ſuperior greatneſs is 
moſt apparent when he enforces what cannot be 


denied; when he defends the ri es of e nden: 


when he pourtrays tife hopes, the feats, the e 
tions of a peo 


ple anxious for the ſucceſs of xc 
ſtitutional 
conſtitution. Th 
himſelf the often! 
all mankind; yet his 


patriotiſm is not of that 


o generous ſympathy . 
for the diſtreſs of hs fellow-crearures all owe the 


world. 


i Ir is allowed him; however, at” cuſent” th be 
occupied wholly about the affairs of is own coun- 


try, the expatiating on whoſe' diſtreſſes in public | 
and in private RT RN NE OO: 


of late to ſhed tears. | 
© Such tears as Patriots ſhed for dying laws.” 


In ſhort the ruling paſſion. eee i 
good man appears to be the Lo or mis oon 
xv, and its elevation to freedom; h 


5+ his time.of ble is "og 
K ER AN or ha 9 


explaining with ſucceſs. what he Linda 5 
facility. He conducts not the mind to the ih 4 


oppoſition to the encroachments on their 
Mr. Grattan does not make 
e champion of the welfare of 


3 


* 
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l mib rbb i behebt 


I for paſt fayours. I hard Ken” in 
e e . have found i 
unprofitable ſervant ; under that impreſſion I beg 
150 50 that b zeig the preg Rats of Na e ti 
'F the Commons Houſe continues, fo long muſt 1 ref] 


wn the hoyour of foliciting at Four hands + ea 


c Ry pri nach e it his 1 withdrew from Parliament, 
gether with thol 4 og ng and I now exerciſe 


P and diſchar in communicating . 


my Canftituents, at vhs gr: A dry lp comm Election, ſome 


a 


Fn 2 e The account of the moſt - material 


of my conduct, together with the red ie of my 


parts 
reſolution, will be the ſubjeR of this Letter. 


When LN of my conduct, I hos hat peel io 24 
in concert with the other Gentlemen. We 
Role kate felt N deficient in duty if we had not 


1 one effort, before the eloſe of the Pattiancht, for 


he reſtoration of domeſtic peace, by the only means by 


which it ſeemed attaingble---conciliation z z and if we had 
not ſubmitted” our _opinions,, however fallible; and our 
e ſigni PP n Wan 


* 8 * 11 1 (oo 


edate Difotution when Lam to render back a 
ich,” until Parliament ſhall be reformed, I do 5 


* 


* 


5 5 5 , a 
{ - ba. 5 $ T' a 
Won: tr WW 
* N \ 


exiſtenee ſhook your fate, and in its conſequences muſt 


ſhake the empire. Our opinion was, that the origin of 


the evil, the ſource of the diſcontent, and the parent uf 


the diſturbance, was to be traced to an ill-ſtarred and 
deſtructive endeavour, on the part of the Miniſter of the 


Crown, to give to the Monarch a power which the Con- 


ſtitution never intended; to render the King in Parliament 


every thing, and the . to work the | 
of Commons, and in 
their place to ſeat and eſtabliſh the Chief Magiſtrate abſo- 


People completely out of the Houſe 


Jute and' irreſiſtible. It appeared to us that a Miniſter 
guilty of ſuch a crime, is as much a traitor to the Conſti- 
tution as the People would be to the King, if they ſhould 


advante in arms, and place their leader on the throne} more 
| guilty of treaſon in equity and juſtice; becauſe: in them 
t 


it would only be rebellion agai 


nſt their creature, the 


King; but rhe other would be a rebellion. againſt his 
creator, the People. It occurred to us, that in this co . 
the offence would be flill higher, becauſe in this country 


it would be the introduction not 'olily of a deſpotic, but of 


— 


 Triſhmari-->wouldever be in heart with ee 


a foreign. yoke,” and the revival of that great queſtion 
which in 1782 agitated this country, and which, till your 


Parliament ſhall be reformed, muſt agitate this country for 


ever.” We thought no Iriſhman—we were ſure no 


as the Parliament of this country ſhall be influenced by 


Cabinet of England; and were Convinced that the People 


would not be the more reconciled to a foreign yoke, becauſe 


reimpoſed by the help of their own countrymen: as 
long as they think this to be the caſe, we were convinced 


they will hate the Adminiſtration, and the Adminiſtration 


will hate them. On this principle we fecollected the Par- 


liament in this country pledged their lives and fortunes, in 


1782, though ſome ſeem to have thought better of it ſince, 


and are ready to pledge their lives ànd fortunes againſt this 


principle. We could not ſeriouſſy believe, that the Peo- 


ple of Ireland were ready to reſiſt the legiſlative uſurpation 


of the Britiſh Parliament, in which ſtation the greatneſs 


of the tyrant would have qualified the condition of the ſlave, | 70 
and that the ſame people inay proſtrate themſelves to tha 


hy 
7 
* - 


z . 


| A; 13 5 5 | 
tive uſurpation e body —a Britiſh Cabinet. 

e recollected to have heard, that the friends of Miniſtry 
had lamented that England had not acceded to the American 
claim of excluſive le giſlature, and afterward:attempted to 
_ re-eſtabliſh Britiſh Sec by influencing the American 


Aſſembly. We 5 — RO rſue that very plan to- 


ward Ireland whi they had not reſorted to 
n 2 rti- 


vs culars, bd tt er Ear the Pro 


ple a deep-rooted and eſtabliſhed diſcontent and jealouſy; 


and we conceived that whatever conſpiracies exiſted in any 
extent or degree, proceeded from that original and parent 


conſpiracy” in the Miniſter to ſub vert the Parli 
Conſtitution by the influence of the Crown. It appeared 


to Us, that the diſcontent and diſturbance ſo created, were 


Je Cote DO AO eee 
's Catholic ſubjects; | 
Te ts Yo bat of deni der in ablerve; thee 


in the national ſpirit, © ag pores Creki 


combinations eee, mow: Miniſtry that 
they never attended to changes ; they did not per- 
oeive that the religious principle and temper, as well as 


| the, political, had undergone on the Continent, in America, 


and in Ireland, a fundamental alteration; that the example 
of America had had a prodigious. effe&t on Europe; the ex- 


ample and doQrine of Europe had had no effec on Ame- 
rica they did not ſee * In conſequence of that cauſe 
(chere were other cauſes alſo) che Catholic of 1792 
did not bear the ſmalleſt reſemblance to the-Iriſh Catholic 
of 16923 ate influence of Pope, Prieſt, and Preten- 


der was at an end. 
a Other dangers ada other ee eee | 


new objects, and new paſſions. The mind of the People is 


never ſtationary, the mind of Courts is * 


but thoſe nety dangers were to be provided a in a 
the old. r re vas from the proviſions de ea 
Indeed, he conthiuatio-of the old ſyſtem of ſafety: 8 
Dog: and/ſecured the new danger; unfortunately, 2 
7 


— 


rn occupied and engroſſed 

their mind The eye of that mind, or intellectual viſion, 
had become of courſe ſubtle e ee | 
on the ather hand, the politics of Europe and 

| had occupied the mind of the People; and therefore the 


| fe 14 ) 
A Catholic, notwi 
lution, notwithſtanding the F Revolutiqn, religious 
as well as political, was ſtill the bigot of the laſt century 
that with reſpe& to him the age had Rood. ſtill that he 
was not-imprefled 10" 4 ſpirit of liberty, but ftill 
moped under the old ſpirit of bi and /ruminated on 
the triumph of the Croſs, the power of Catholic Hierar- 
ehy, the riches of the — Clergy, a „and | the Glcndour 
E * Catholic Church. Fou of 
the Catholic opponents, particularly che Mineral de- 
claimers, dream on in this manner, and you will find from 
the publications of thoſe ſpeeches, and of the Cathalics, 
that ad daid ddr abaint dices, but the Mi- 
nifters „ thoſe Mini- 
| ers alleged, the Catholic mind had not advanced was, 
that their own mind had ſtood ſtill- the Stats was "the 
bigot, and the People the philoſopher. 
The progres of ce n if de ctr of the 
laſt 25 „ — 


note, Wu a the Oppoſi- 
tion; but now a multitude: of 
from authors entirely unknown, of, profound and 


appear 
_ ſpirited inveſtigation.— There was 2 time when all learn- 


ing in Europe was confined to the Clergy; it then ad- 
vanced among the higher orders of the Laity, and now it 
has. gone among the People; and when once the powers 
of intellect are poſſeſſed by che great body of the nation, 


tis madneſs to hope to impoſe on that nation civil or reli- 


- gious. oppreflion, dee 4. in thoſe whoſe: underſtagd.- 


ings have been ſtationary 
have been progreflive. - rs Tho litics of he Caſtle, wih 


mind of the People had become comprehenſi 


e phy eee, 


- 
> 
x 


1 


very powerſul publications 


their power and riches 


T1 


| Popular and eriergeticy diſappointed; ſuſpeRted, reviled, 
| | Ten, Se, tw gee bly oh corners nh 
; ; formed a Catholic, Preſbyterian, and Proteſtant 


19 
1 — chill 42 e | 
all political matters 2 AP 
82 religion?  Unanimity \agaiaft 
| 4 ſtate of the country in gde ie 
peared tow + the: unconſtitutional inſluente of the 
>} | 4 Crown, and the profcription' of the Catholigs,- were the 
furdamental cauſes of our diſrontent and jealouſy : with 
| thoſe there exiſted other [contents | diſtin from theſe 
cauſes, without theſe. cauſes inſignificant, but with theſe 
cauſes creating 1 Tuo re- 
medies 2 ion and conciliation: 
he former, and we . 
} \ I will ith W 
| — f 
berty 
ceflity for to advert to 
the 8 ae r. 
8 5 tunately che Miniſtry provided, 
for the pu of making che Peopls dust — f | 
a ſyſtem of laws and 1 . 
quiet before, would have rendered them diſtracted. 1 need 
N had the barren 
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reform had gone forthc=-it had conquered in America i: 
Had conquered in France; both here and in England it 
exiſted,” and was Thiefly nouriſhed and propagated by the 


abuſes of our Government. It appeared to us that the 


| 'beſt way of ſtarving that ſpirit was to remove its food 


far otherwiſe the propoſers of the plan of cbercion; they - - 


thought it better to, feed that ſpirit, ahd to cheriſh the a- 


| buſes and increaſe them; they hoped to fortify their Con- 


ſtitution againſt an epidemic diſtemper, by preſerving un- 


cured the old gouts and rheumatiſms, and a hoſt of other 
diſorders. ..- The ſtrength of limited monarchy was not to 


de preſerved by conſtitutional power, which is its natural _ 
eee ie power, which is its natural death and 
diffolution. ad of correcting the abuſes of the State, 


chey invented laws which were themſel ves an abuſe, and 


proclamations which were an abuſe alſo; and which great |: 


lv, though filently, propagated the new principle. 


re two ways by which a new principle ſpreads; one is 


by arms, and by martyrdom the other. The Mahomedan 


religion Nas propagated by arms; it pleaſed Ptovidencs © 
chat the Cheiſtian religion ſhould have been pro _ 
e 


by the latter. See whether the unfortunate choice 


_ Miniſters has not given to the new principle the benefit 
of both: they have fled before it abroad, and they have 
trampled on it at home, and given it the double fecom- 
mendation of conqueſt and martyrdom. This conſide ration 
vas one of my objections to perſiſt in the war with France 
on account of Brabant; and it is one of my objections to | 
perſiſt in a war with the Jriſh on account of venal boroughs. 5 
Had the Government, inſtead of vating, reſtrained 
abuſes, they would have puta ſtop to the State at the head of 
_ a ſpirit of Reform, which they could no longer reſiſt, and 


| could only hope to moderate: It was to ſuch a policy 


ted by Queen Elizabeth that the Church of England owes 


5 2 what it retains of power and ſplendour pre- 


ved by the Government of the country who took the 


lead in the Reformation. But aurs fell into, a different 


project; they armed cap-a-pee againſt a ſpirit which they 
could not confine; by arms abroad, nor by 6% ries | 


| home; and therefore, inſtend of being at the head of . 


rch 
tions 


* 


. 5 ; 4 


ir meaſures, the) Wete ut the tail of them in the Caths- 
lic 3 in the Place- bil, in the penſion-bill, in every 
bill of a popular tendeney; they reſiſted at firſt, they 


ielded at laſt, reluctantly and e and then op- 


ed; cotdeinned, and betrayed the principle of their own 


4 acquieſcence; they y nos to à place-bill for inſtance, and 
he they moltipl ed places manifold. What is the bar- 


bill, or the le new places for the 


. Gentlemen of tile Law? They agreed to the firſt Catho- 


Vie bill, and then preſeribecd ene perſon of the Catholic, 
and oppoſed his freedom in corporations j they had befors 
Ateed to the eftabliſhment” of the independeney of the 


Ixiſh Parliament, and then had S z multitude of of- 
ficers to make that independeney a name. 


It is reported to have been ſaid by aw of the Miniſters Y 


EY 2 2. of En land, that his Majefty's reig n has been to Ireland 


L of conceffions; and it was much a ſubject of 
ſho that the of Ireland ſhould perſiſt i their 


a: e anſwer to thoſe Miniſters is dbyious: 


the 22 were extorted from Miniſters by the per- 


ſeverance of Oppoſition, and were rendered abortive- 


the treachery of Miniſters. The reco nition of our 


Parliamentary rights has been rendered abortive by un- 


 exampled exertions of, bribery and corruption; the free · 


dom of our trade, by debt and war; and the elective — | 


n leges of our Catholics, by a courſe of perſonal 

tion, and cot influence; and, on the whole, the who] 
fit of Conſtitutional as, by the Adminiſtration of an 
unconſtitutional Government. When the Miniſters talk 


of their conceſſions to Ireland, do they know the concet- 
ſions of Ireland to them ?: Do they know the debt of the 


war? Continue that rate of expence; and the Engliſh wars 


ol the next century will have the fame effect as the Eng- 


lh betritt es the laſt—they will arinihilate the 
of Irelaet Ne 


But to ebm to the Adrijniſtration. They relapſed 


| ims their violence when they tetovered from their fears; 
and their ſyſtem has been therefore occaſionally violent wad 


weak, D It is an « ſereation of | 


* | \ 
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5 Lord Bacon, that * fall ob OT. W "rb 
was due not to his tyranny $1 2 a to both 
and that the fluctuating ſyſtem er fatal; it is an 
ſervation of the ſame, that the, wa to refilt the pr Kos 
of a new ſect is to,correch/ Ne ro e old ones. In- | 
pes our, Miniſtry . differed con ; its ſyſtem 
to no a Ws ce _ violence or con- 


I not rs. 7 3 


the Man + 60 us to NY. loft not only 5 =” - 
cretion but their temper; 1 675 1 With 05 bh 8 , 
ſelves for being angry, th become in a 2 MA 


with themſelyss becauſe ey. had 108 their . 
the People; in its ſtrug ee ln popul: popular nerd State, 1 92 
like a furious wreltler, eath as well as its dig- Ry 


ni 2 N gry father ſhould loſe. his temper with f 
A in which we the old fool is the maſt. Pen 1 
In the mean time, the enemy ſeemed to av 47 bf 
ſituation. perfectly well, and. relied. on our expences * 
diſſolving our credit, and gur intemperance for bine 
our authority; and at the 3 — time when.we wert 
: pilabing. on, on ſuch, meaſures, at home we. were. 3 „ 
moſt melancholy communications from abroad 
the Miniſter retreating from the enemy with, 48 rap 4M | 
ſtep. as he adyanced,upon the People, going back and | 
and back, while wr 2 principle in Europe was 
getting & He, ke a miſt at the hcl of the n 5 
man, im 1 and lowly, but ſpon aſc ang $0 | 
hills, ks — ing the hemiſphere, Like the Govern- 
ment, we wiſhed t to pravide againlt.the ſtorm; like. --3-W 
vernment, we; wiſhed to. diſarm the People; - as. the beſt 
means of ſafety we wiſhed to diſarm the people,, but but it 
by the on! tha by which a free people can be di 
0 Oy to diſarm the OO, of f theie grievances, ry 
| pela their other arms, their leſs dangerous Arms, 
bayonet, and even. the pike, would. be retained for — 4 N 
uſe but the uſe of the Governnient. - "A naked man og 
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by che Stag 


bon Mr. Hampdeſ Ad the four other innocent perſons 
atriigned by Gs L for High T 7 — produced the 
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rea pack 
2 the poor 


„ 
hats to hunt 
Ike weſe put an end to all law as well — or the 


Ne affectatiom and appearance of either. 


In the courſe of the ſeſſon we aſked, To what end all 
this ? and accompanied our queſtion” by ſtating the en- 
feebled refources of the country. We had mentioned A the 
beginning chat the debt of the war had been about 
'$,000,600L we were told it was an error; I wiſh it had 
been = but, on examination, that ſum appeared ſome· 
vyhat hut the debt of the war, And it will appear, if 
the preſent Loans are filled, that the debt of the war will 


bear near 8,000,0001. We ſubmitted the effects of the 


war on the reſources of the country, and here again it was 
_ faid we were in error 1 wiſh''we had been {6; but at 
what intereſt does the State borrow money ? an intereſt 
which between man and man weitd be uſury, and nearly 
double the former rate. We mentioned the ſtate of the 
revenue to have declined; again were we contradicted; 
but what is the fact? What buſineſs is now done on tis 
| gone We did not wiſh"t& reveal the artana imperih, - we 
ted nothing mote than appeared from the terms: 
oled in the 8 
ſe, and the printed reſolutions tauching the fate. of 
5 and we ſtated thoſe public facts, not 
ublic confidence in the defence of the coun- 
try, At 8 


e "that fratitic confidence mani. | 


ſent to the a ok kad | wha r | 
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ant. T 
ment to rk than to take 
ror has fou prudent exper 
and Italy e fave Vienna. V 


to a foreign one. Such was the ſyſtem of 
oppoſe a remedy is eaſy; to propoſe” one is difficult and 


anxious. It appeared to us that we ſhould fail in duty and 


in candour, if, when we reliſted the project of (ivern- 


ment, we did not ſubmit a plan of our own; and the only 
plan that appeared to us to promiſe peace or ptoſperity was 


cConciliation: we propoſed, accordingly, the Emancipa- 


* 


tion of the Catholics, and a Reform in the Commons 


Houſe of Parliament. Lo the firſt it was objected, that 
ſuch a meaſure was irreconcilable with the of the 
King, or the connexion, with England. To theſſt ob- 
jection we anſwered, that the capacities of three-fourths 
of phe people ſhould not be made a perſonal compliment 
to his 


Majeſty, and that the pretence for taking away thoſe 


capacities ſhould not be the religion of his Majeſty's alli 
of his preſent ſubjects of Canada, of his late ſubjects of 


Corſica, of a conſiderable part, of his fleet, and a great 


part of his army ; that the principles that placed his famil 


on the throne were thoſe of Liberty; and that his Irim 


ſubjects, if not convicted of felony, were entitled to the 
benefit of thoſe principles; and that the Catholics have 
in juſtice and reaſon at leaft as good a right to liberty as 
his Majeſty has to the crown. We obſerved, that the 


only impediment to the Catholic claim, as the law now. 


ſtands, was the oath requiring the abjuration ofthe worſhip 
of the Virgin Mary, and of the real preſence ; that to make 


besehen at ſuchatime as thi matte of alarm 9 th fle 
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that 


2 
his Maj a | 
he of his N 


= of their own 
inſiſt on his Majeſty 


nd 
e | Vine and 2 being 

* ee in hat eier the King 
; we Pepe e nUghe in matter 7 
5 ud we cqually-agk tut, hould be equally humble; 
od when Cour ng . | Mme A dictation an that ſub- 

| Sane a 25 with the Almighty, which 

15 5 of. bee Well 75 of e L ee 


* 


ven, lie the Court of N a region of flattery, and 


can; there 9 Wee. connivance at is in- 


— 8 to the expences af War, and had bled ee 


rein: that they themſelves were much in debt to human 


nature, and ſhouſd not loſe that one opportunity of png. 


7 8 ſmall part of it, merely by a: reſtoration of Joy 
bjects to their own. inheritance, their liberty. We ſüg⸗ 
eſted ſuch a ſtep as a meaſure of policy as well as juſtice, 


with, a view to the ſtrength of bis Majeſty, why witgpol 


Mogroperly made a bar to ſuch à conceſſion. Weſug- 
that hs ſituation with regard to America, to Europe, 
2 allies and enemies, Was critical, and that it wu a 


n of hs ate * ſuppoſe {pat che nl 


the Vingin May, ord 

tg any part of Kli6,z 
ſpefre th diſtad ch 

fub £ Ig; 


ment, who "ie? Cri 

opened for the Giclee 
e ; and. 
ſuch an en 8 ally Rows L 
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on O 
obſerved that the argument was of moſt I and 
inſulting nature, for it amolinted * declaration that the 
privileges of avaſt portion of a nation Would be ſacriſiced 
to another country; that it was not the ld eternal queſti on; 
whether the privileges of one part of Ireland ſhould be - 


ſacri feed to the ambition of the other, but 8 


deſcription di the people of Ireland ſhould be fer 

to England; we obſervedꝭ that in this part of us urgument 
we need not recur to juſtice We 2 rely on policy 
and we aſked, was it the policy of England for the Irif 


faith to make experinients,on glegince We did not with 


to exaggerate, but were Jufti in making this ſuppo- 


ſition —Suppol e Ireland the ſeat of government, and 


that for the better ſecuring the ſafety of the King, bete 


reſident, and for the — of Great Britain with 
Ireland, the Triſh ſhould incapacitate all che Proteſtants 
of England? The ſame affection which 2 on 


that ſuppoſition, would afford to the Iriſh, the affec- 
tion has ſhe now a right to expect from Ireland. When 
England had conquered France, poſſeſſed America, 
guided the councils of Pruſſia, GireAed Holland, — 
inümidsted Spain; when ſhe was the great weſtern 


oracle to which the nations of the earth repaired, from 


whence to draw eternal precepts oſ policy and freedom 
when her root extended from Continent to Continent, and 
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e and the ſtjves were "a % 
that. the Sh, a was \demoliſh8d---no 4. 
1 thoſe who” * h 


. es 


without af | 
A Fixde of the 2 a ſtrong 255 K 
Tom Winch to the plan pr 1 in the Parkathent of - 
7 and in that Teeiblance carries With it a 
on char it has a Foundation in common ſenſe and 
n inte Tue objectſons to it, founded on the pre- 
9 e ſyſtem, hardly ventured | 
appearance. pg eee had men that R 
das ra tn Inſh Boroughs were creations + 
| of Stuart the ayowed purpoſe of mo- x 
r " ting vartng the Parliamentary Conſtitution of Fav 
| Wy 13%: ves theſe." , underſtated when called buſes | 
iim ie Confimmtion'; that they were groſs and monftrous 
* OS violin, recent and wicked.” re e * the fatal 
1 of 2 uſurpations. on the Coffſtitütton by Kings whole: Sy 
2 fett che Wiens for: crimes leſs: deadly to freedom 
| N in elf = 3 in their High Com- 
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wage in their e or in a theit a 


damental 1 of the as he fabrication Sof ins x8 8 
Court Parliament, and the excluſt on of a; Conſtitutional * . 


Commons, and which is a ſubverſion, not of the 45 r 
damental laws, hut of the Conſtitutional Lawgive ; „ 


baniſh that family for their other acts, and you feta! . 
act by which they have baniſhed the Commons. 
It was objected with more ſucceſs, that the conſtitution " 5 * 
of boroughs, however. in. theory defective, has worked . 
well in the fact; but it appeared to us that 1 was an 
hiſtoric error. We ſtated in anſywrer to that obiction, that : 5 ek, 
the birtkyof the borough. inundation was the deſtruction W 
libertyſhd property; that James I. the King who made = * 
whgation, by that means deſtroyed the titles of his 2 * 
Iriſh ſubjects to ir lands, without the leaſt c Sony- 
the Lobo of their liberty was immediately fol 5 we 
robbery of their property; for rely on it, the 5 
takes liberty will ſoon take away property he wi — A" * 
ſubject of his liberty by influence, and then he may hae ” 6 * 
him of his property by ſtatute,” There 2 at that * 1 
time, the hiſtorian adds, interior grievances; What were 85 
they ? Martial law, and extortion 75 the ſoldiers, in levyings.. peas 
the King's duties; a criminal j juri diction exerciſed by the.” a. Py 
Caſtle chamber, and a Tdichal power of the Council. 
Theſe inferior and thoſe ſuperior grievances, amounted oy 
to no law at all. How could it happen, ſays the hiſtorian, . + 
that the King could do all this with-ſo ſmall an army, we 7 
ſeize the properties of the ſubjects, and tranſport the in- * > 
habitants? I will preſume to.conjeQture---The King wa 6 — * 


. ge 


another inſtrument, more ſubtle and more pliable” 
the ſword, and againſt the liberty of the ſubject, more 

bold and deadly, a Court inſtrument, that murders freedom 
without the mark of blood, palls itfelf in the covering of * 8 * 
the Conſtitution, and in her own colours, and in her name, by * 
plants the dagger, a Borough Parliament. Under chis 4 
borough ſyſtem, the reign of James was bad, but te 
next was worſe; the grieyances which England com- 
plained' * under Clucrles mo og were committed in 
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followed of courſe, Hete you ſee | hatched and maturesd | 
the egg that produced the "maſſacre, and that brood | +. | 
of mortal conſequences. V 4 * * Dy 
The principles of right were rooted. out of the laid F/ Ns 


0 
Government, and they were amazed at anarchy--the bar- n 
riers againſt inundation were removed by the Gvern?ʒ? c 

ment, and they were. aſtoniſhed to be overwhelmed by =" >, 1 | 1 

| popular torrent the principles. of robbery l PRONE 1 1 % 5 
by the Deputy, and the Government were ſurpriſed at te 
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Parliamentary Conſtitution it profeſſed to introduce aft! 
had introduced, without profeſſing it, influence; not civil. 
ation; had ſet one order of- the nation in feud againſt te 
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authority of the country, by the commercial reſtrictions f 
William, the penal laws of William and Anne, and te 3 . 
declaratory act of the, 6th of George; and I come to tie 
boundary of the gulph where the Conſtitution, begins to ( * 
ſtir and live in an octennial bill, accompanied, however, 
with, and corrected by, a Court project of new Parlia ?: | 
mentary influence and degradation. This project may beg ts 8 
called a Court plan for reforming Boreugh allamene, e 
but reforming them not on popular repreſentation, but by a 5 
more cqgplete and perfect excluſion and baniſnment f Yo 
the Ea The People had begun to form certain * 1 
combinations with the oligarchy, and like weeds hegan tod 
gran; a, little about the doors and courts of their own m 75 
Houſes of Parliament, and like weeds it was thought prok .; 
per to baniſh. them. And as Government had before re: 
ſorted to the creation of boroughs to overwhelm the Com: YH 
/ 8 2 þ n 
mons, ſo now they reſorted to a new hoſt of places ang 
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15 * | "YN deen w ittily% 
„ your State 2 Hankrupt, and your community a beggar, 


. 
* WY - penſions to ara an SS His is che ene 
N W * i 
n Hhalf- million, pr the experiment of the Caſtle to ſecute Þ 


n oy +, the dependance of Parliament, and to prevent the forma» 


Sion of an Iriſh party againſt"the domination of a pay 
5 hy” * 5 Cabinet. The Cour could not "then, like the 184 
. g . and the 1ſt Charles, command to riſe up a new fabric of 
+ © © boroughs like a regal Pandemonium, to conſtitute a regal 
Hlouſe of Commons ; it therefore engendered a young and 
. "44 numerous family of places and penſions, to bribe and to 
N bu, and to ſplit and ſhatter, and to corrupt the oligarchy. 
a 42 on TD hus were the People once more excluded from the chance 


5 the threſhold of their owt: houſe by x hoſt of placemen 
f * and penſioners, who had left/the/capſe of the country to 


'q & Is bow the fortunes of the Ariſtocracy, and now left the 
3 pe Ariſtocracy to follow the fortunes of, the Court, and then 

2% by 2 voted new e and taxes to furniſh wages for this dou- 

bie apoſtacy. You had now but little fo give up, and 

"I a6" 
tat little you ſurrendered; you gavł your proviſion trade, 
5 8 by an embargo in 1776, to the contractors; and you Gag 
N "| dered, by new loans and taxes, your revenues to the 

5 ke, * .niſter;-" You accompanied theſe ſacrifices with the unva- 

Se 50 felicitations of Borough Parliaments, on the virtues 

n verniienty on the great and growing. praſperity of 


„ e country and her commerce; Which bring the pro- 
Ka 3 1 greſs of che country, your borough hiſtory, and that of. 
„ our Chief wernors (a continuation of rapine, they have 
vd, ) to the cataſtrophe of 1 779, which found 


1 155 + and which indaced Parliament to declare that ſuch has been 


£ oF &+, the working of your borough ſyſtem, and ſuch the ſenſe 
FP 5 8 of that Parliament pace it, that nothitig but a free 
Wars; Fo is trade could (ave the country from impending ruin. [ wiſh” - 


2 e N mutt recollect the circumſtances of that moment. Why 


1 . 17 Parliament expreſs ieſelf in that manner at that time, 
4 i. mg and demand its rights a ſhort time after ? Becauſe Parlia- 
2 ; * ment was at thoſe moments in contact with che People— | 


» þ #4 7755 anch it is the object of the Reform that ſhe ſhould continue 


7 0 chutte with the People an and e the Miniſter 
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| Never, except the People ſhould be in contact with him... 
' That Parliament declared that nothing could fave this coun- | 78 ng 
try from impending ruin except a free trade but in e: 
claring that it declared much more; it ptoteſted againſt |} 
theſe Borough Parliaments of a century, who had ac qui. 
eſced in the loſs of a free trade; who had ſuffered the coun- ST : 
try to be reduced to a ſtate of impending ruin for want 2 
of that free trade, and who had beheld the approaches o ß . 


„ 0 ; 7 0 , 66 % by * * 

that ruin with a profuſion of thanks, and a regular felici-| + | 

tation on the growing proſperity and a n 
of a ruined country; ahd that Parliament did, by neceſſar ß; 


interference, declare, that, to ſavethe country from returning 

to that ſtate of ruin, it was abſolutely neceſſary to re. 
form the ſtate and model of thoſe Borough Parliaments s f. 

and therefore is an authority for a popular repreſentation n, 


as well as for a free trade indeed it not only proclaimed ,, 


the neceſſity, but conſtituted it; for in a ſhort time aſternr 5 A 
it gave this country a new political ſituation, wherein un 
- ceaſed to be a province, and became a nation; and of courſe. 7 of 
it rendered thoſe Borough Parliaments, that-were adequate 1 i 
to the management of a province, abſurd and inapplicabfte 1“ 
when that province became a nation. A province muſt 


be governed with a view to the intereſt of another coun - © | 8 


5 ”  %® . mY 2 \ 8 0 of l 5 * 1 
try---2 nation, with a view to her own intereſt---a Borou gg NF 


Parliament Was therefore not only competent to govern 8 os 22 LY . 
a province, but the only kind of Parliament ſit for the de.. 
gradation of ſuch a ſervice; and for that v ezſon-it gag". 


4 6 Ea We ” a 3 
ment of a nation; for the principle of its birth being in 


of the nation "againſt ſuch intrigue and ſuch. contractors, WER a 


its country--it follows that the nation in ſuch a caſe. muſt A. 


x eransfer of dependency from the Parliament of Gteat 
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1 
II | 
* 5 Si the borgugh-brokers of Rk refs the 
1 Va of. your Parliament, and the full and free 
|. +. - repreſentation of yer People, are terms ſynonimous and 


— - commanſlirate:': 


. oppoſition to this hiſtory and theſe arguments, ſub- 


* 1. mitted in different ſhapes to che Houſe, in ſupport of Par- 


$40 liamentary Reform, it was repligd, that the borough con- 
\ |, © Riitution had worked well at leaſt ſince 1782; for before 
7 no wan will contend for it ; and that the -country had 


II. greatly advanced in commerce and in tillage; and indeed, 
| | s far as the plowman and the weaver ar Lonaerned, too 


much cannot de faid to juſtify againſt every charge of 
„ oth,” the character of the Iriſhman, and to vindicate a- 
\ ). 5; gage vulzar error, the native energy of. a ſtrong, Har- 

5 5, bold, brave, laborious, warm-hearted, and FAIr n- 


ol Rack or MEN. | But as far as that boaſt goes to 
„ political meaſures, we cannot ſo well expreſs our deteſta- 


+ A tion of them as by recital :t—the- propoſitions, the new 


| © _ | _taxes without the trade, the new, debt, notwithſtanding 


” | 3% 8 ; of the channel trade, and the preſent provincial tariff ſu 
NOS. ES ere {till to obtain between the two countries ; 8, ooo, oool. 
1 8 olf a loan voted on account of the war, without commercial 


| = compenſation, liberality, or equality; the increaſe of offices, 
for the profeſſed purpoſes of procuring a majority z another 


* N increaſe of offices ſince the lace=bill; the bar-bill, the con- 
N . vention-bill, the gunpowder-bill, the indemnity-bill, the 
1 ſecond indemnity-bill, the inſurrection- bill, the ſuſpenſion. 
1 of the habeas corpus, General Lake's proclamation byorder 
13 of Government, the approbation afforded to that procla- 


1 AT 8 matkon, the ſubſequent proclamation of Government, more 


ON 7 5 military and detiſive; the order to the military, to act 


1 © without waiting for the civil power ; the impriſonment, of | 
b 7 HY 8 middle order without law, the detaĩning them in priſon 
2 without bringing them to trial, the tranſporting them with- 


out law, burning their houſes, burning their villages— 


> wich are. concealed by on e of a wh Pele * 
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Ny 2:7 wa "the new taxes, the ſale of the Peerage, the ſurrender, of 
ay 1-66 the Eaſt India trade for the re- export trade, the refuſal - 
I &: of the re- export trade without ſuch, barter, the ine 3550 
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.. crimes, many o which are public and many committed, | 
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military force; the preyenting the legal meetings of coun k 
ties to petition his Majeſty, by orders acknowledged to 


be given to the military to diſperſe them; ſubverting tze 
ſubject's right to petition; and finally, the introduction of 
practices not only unknown to law, but unknown to ci 
vilized and chriſtian countries. 
Such has been the working of the borough ſyſtem; nor 
could ſuch meaſures have taken place but for that ſyſte. 
Such practices, however, have in part been defended as acts 8 
of power, neceſſary to prevent inſurrection and puniſh 7+ JF. 
conſpiracy. But it appeared to us that in theſe. practices }F 
Government was combating effects, not cauſes; and that >. 
thoſe practices increaſe thoſe cauſes, and therefore Will! 
increaſe thoſe effects: that admitting every charge f ; N 
cConſpiracy and diſaffection in its fulleſt extent, conſpi??n?:᷑! 
racy and diſaffection are only effects of that great fund. 
mental cauſe, that parent conſpiracy formed ſome years? | 
ago, to procure by corruptian deſpotic power. This is 
the cauſe, and that cauſe acts according to the reception 
of its matter, and the tempers and conſtitutions to which. 
_ Jt applies; and therefore produces on ſome men diſloyalt /, * 
in ſome republicar iim, in ſome the ſpirit of. reform; but „ 


BH Xa; * 
1 1 * 3 * 
* * , | * : Ds 8 


＋ 1 
N — * 
* 0 


ä . FO" N 4 5 ! 146 * 
in all deep, great, and growing diſcontent. That is the $ 
cCauſe and the poiſoh, which has made ſome” men mad, and KR 2 


all men ſick; and though the Government may not he able 
_ to reſtofe reaſon to the mad, or loyalty to the republican 

yet if they mean to reſtore health to the ſick; if they meaenngngn 
to reſtore content and confidence to all, to moſt or toany 
conſiderable portion of the people, they muſt take away; , 
the poiſon, they muſt remove'the cauſe; they muſt reform 
the Parliament. They have told us at ſome times, and at 
other times they have ſaid the contrary, that it is a fpirilt 
1 n 14. een 8. 2 {4,4 
of plunder, not politics, tha; is abroad: idle talk. MWhat- 
ever be the crime of the preſent ſpirit, it is not the crine 
of theft ; if ſo, it were eaſily put down: no it is a poli :. 
tical, not a predatory ſpirit, it is the ſpirit of political re- N 
formation, carried to different degrees, to liberty; in ſome © 4. 
inſtances, to ambition in others, and to power in others. 
And even in thoſe caſes where charged to be carried to 


. * 1 = = * * * - . 1 Eh — N F 
confiſcation, it is evident from the charge itſelf that cone. 
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+, fiſcation looks to politicil vengeance, not private plunder ;- 
nalnd therefore the beſt way of laying that ſpirit, of what. 
+... © eyerdeſigns or intents, is to lay the pre-exiſting ſpirit of 


AAnlawful pewer and unconſtitutional. influence, that has 
righted the peoply from Parliament, and has called to our 
K er potent and circumſcribed apparition. The 
Way to defend your liberty, and the, beſt method to ſecure 


* 


n tar: houſe _ a Defender, is to ſecure the Commons 
| ouſe againſt a Miniſter. _< There was ambition, there 


e was (edition, there was violence, mixing in the public 
e cauſe,” ſaid, Lord Chatham to- Mr. Flood, in a private 


W's? 


man will perſuade me that it was not the cauſe of liber= 
e ty on, one fide, and tyranny on the other.”---So here 
there may be conſpiracy, there may be republicaniſm, theie 
may be a ſpirit o plund | 
iit is a public cauſe; and let no man perſuade you that it is 
. ro, the cauſe of liberty on one fide, and tyranny on the 
other. N | . HET | 


= 


TDrͤue biſtorian of theſe melancholy and alarming times, 
1 2 perhaps, both the Miniſter and the Oppoſition, 
| uring | 


2 ©” andce us more for our relaxation, than violence, 
Willi if a candid man, cloſe the. ſad account by obſerving, 
That on the whole, the cauſe of the Triſh diſtraction f 

8 " 


179), was the conduct of the ſervants of Government, 
by _7 *-endeavouring to eſtabliſh, by unlimited*bribery, abſb- 

flute power chat the ſyſtem of coercion was a neceſſary 
e < conſequence, and part of the ſyſtem of corruption, and 
t that the two ſyſtems in their ſucceſs would have vſta- 


“ impoſed on the Senate by influence, and the People b 
. arms.“ -Againſt ſuch exceſs of degradation, again 


aan exceſs whatſoever, we moved the middle, and, as we 


5 


thought, the compoſing and the falutary meaſure---a Re- 


form of Parliament, which ſhould give a Conſtitution to 


ttt:e People, and the Catholic Emancipation, which ſhould 
_'* give a People to the Conſtitution. We ſupported that 
N meaſutę by the arguments herein advanced, and we defended 
_— "iT * 2 * * * . F 8 pO wy 
5 25 
a N * 5 N 427 


| cConverſation, as he told me, on the civil war between 
Charles I. and his People. © There was,” ſaid he, © am- 
„ “se. bpition, there was ſedition, there was violence; but no 


er mixing in the public cauſe; but 


| * e dliſhed a ruthleſs. tyranny, tremendous and intolerable, 
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we ourſelves by 1 ain 0 of abuſe conveyed in £5: "x 
Public — againſt us on 3 of that meaſure 3. and 1 * 1 | - | 
reſtate thoſe arguments, that, however the majority of the 1 
Houſe of Commons might have been affected, your under- 2 I 9 
ſtanding may not be carried away by ſuch a torrent of inn 
3 ; We urged 8 conſiderations; we might have hy 
| / added in our defence the dangers of invaſion and inſur /- 
| rection, panics moſt likely to incline che Minifter to con- 1 
Cur in ſuch a meaſure, which meaſure ſeems to be our beſt, - 
I might ſay, our only defence, againſt thoſe. dangers and K* 
thoſe panics; we might have added conſiderations of the.” © 
immenſe expence attendant on the working, as it is v1 3 "% 
of the Borough Conſtitution; which expence may be Rb OP. 

the prodigality of miſrepteſentation, . or the huge and gi- Ys "off 
es profuſion which the People ſupply for turning them- a 
ves out of Parliament... . | 

It is well known that the price of Botougbs is from 14 

to 16,0001. and has in the courſe of not many years increnſech 5 254M 
one third; a proof at once of the extravagance A 3 
city of this abuſe, which thus looks to Immortality, ant 
proceeds unawed by the times and uninſtructed by example: 
and in moments which are held alarming, entertzins no * 2 95 
| fear, conceives no panic, and feels no remorſe ich pre- 3, by 
vents the chapman and dealer to 80 on at any rilk. with bis * 
Villanous little barter in the very rockings and fromnings 7 wy 
ol the elements, and makes him tremble indeed at liberty, . 
but not at crimes. * Suſpend the habeas corpus act, take” 
* away the poor man- ſend the Reformer to Newgate=—- ; * * 1 
impriſon the North but for the trade of Parliament, N N. 
c for the Borougb- broker of that trade, donk affect him; * 7 
4 give him a Gunpowder Act, give him a N 52 br 
« Pill, give bim an Inſurrection Bu, give him au Indem. 

n "Bill; and having ſaturated 115 with the liberty N 
his country, give him all te plunder of the State.“ _ 
Such is the practical language of that great noun” of » — 
multitude, the Borough-monger demurring oni the trou- ip 
bles of the times, -which he himſelf has pre.” "a, cauſed, . .' 3 

and lyin at the door of a Secretary full of ſores e a 
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covenant with an oligare y-to-tr bie, A * 5 
and ſubſtantially, the pow! 10 egill 25 to the Cabinet 3 

of another 5 ms > invejeh- againſt other combi: 85 
nations--- hat oa de en @ is. this? . This, © 
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the land. We have heard of complaints againſt ſyſtems 
of diſorganization ; what is this ſyſtem? Is not the cov- 
ruption of organized bodies their diſſolution? Is not their 
perverſion worſe than their diſſolution ? What ſhall we 
ſay to the attempts of Miniſters on Sheriffs, and the ap- 
pointment of that Magiſtrate with a view to Parliamen- 
tary influence only, and to the prevention of legal aggre. 

te meetings, and the ſuppreſſion of the public ſentiment ? 
---Theſe things muſt have an end- this diſorganization of 
conſtituted authorities by Court influence muſt have an end. 
I am not ſuperſtitious---but I know that States, like 


| Individuals, are puniſhed; it is to prevent their puniſh- 


ment we eſſayed their reformation ; they are puniſhed col- 
lectively, and they are puniſhed lowly, but they are pu- 
"niſhed. Where the people are generally or univerſally cor- 


- rupt, the ſociety comes to a ſtate of diſſolution; where 


that corruption is confined to thoſe who” adminiſter the 
country, that power muſt come to a ſtate of diffolution z 
but in order to prevent the ſociety from partaking of that 
corruption and conſequenee of that bankrupt diſſolution, 
it is neceffary that the power that adminiſters the country, 


* ſhould be brought ſpeedily and radically to a ſtate of refor- 


mation.” The beſt ſyſtems are not immortal; are the worſt ? 
Is the trade of Parliament immortal? Have the beſt. ſyſ- 


tems periſhed ? and ſhall this be impaſſible and everlaſting, | 


infinite in its duration, as it is unbounded in its profligacy 2 
What was the caſe of Carthage -of Rome and of 
the Court of France? What is the caſe of the Court of 
England? Sitting under the ftrcke of Juſtice for the 
American war, paying pains and penalties in augmented 
burdens and diminiſhed glory; that influence h has 
depreſſed her liberty, has deſtroyed her energy, and ren- 
dered her as unfit to preſerve her empire as her freedom. 
As long as the battle was between the Court and Conſti. 
tution, the former was perfectly equal to ſubdue her own 
people; but when ſhe was to combat another people, the 
was unequal to the taſk, and for this very reaſon, becauſe 
ſhe had ſeduced and debaſed her own. The corruption of 
the Court has rendered England vincible, and has endugd 
her, in her preſent ſtate of national degradation, with an 


„ 


inſenſibility of glory, the reſult and evidence of mental 
degeneracy. I remember to have heard Lord Chatham in 
one of his ſpeeches on the Middleſex Election obſerve, that 
in his Miniſtry the object of the Court of England was 
the conqueſt of the French, and that now it was the con- 
queſt of Mr. Wilkes. The purſuing ſuch- like conqueſts 
as theſe over Mr, Wilkes, has enabled the French to eſta- 
bliſh a conqueſt over the Engliſh. The King who is 
adviſed to conquer the liberty of his ſubjects, prepares 
thoſe ſubjects for a foreign yoke. The Romans were 
conquered firſt under Varro, and afterwards at Cannz, by 
Harinibal, The Engliſh have been conquered, firſt by the 
Miniſter, andafterwards by the French. The Romans were 
finally conquered by the barbarians of the North, becauſe 
they had been previouſly conquered by the Princes of the 
Empire, and then the half-armed ſavage with the pike and 
the pole came down on the frontiers, and diſpoſed of the 
maſters of the world as of the ſtock of the land, the 
gouty ſtock of the rich, and the mute ſtock of the people. 
It is now ſixty years ſince the adoption of the project to 
ſupply in corruption what the Chief Magiſtrate loſt in pre- 
rogative the loſs of thirteen provinces, of 1 20,000,000. ' 
to loſe theſe provinces, the loſs of our ſtation in Europe, 
the loſs of 1 30 millions to loſe that ſtation, to place the 
Crown of England as low in Europe as in America, and 
to put France at the head of Europe, inſtead” of Great 
Britain, while her people crouch under a load of debt and 
taxes, without an empire to conſole, or a conſtitution to 
cover them, has been the working of that project; it has 
worked fo well as to have worked the People out of their 
liberty, and his Majeſty out of his empire; to leave him 
as little authority in Europe, as his People in Parliament; 
and to put the King at the feet of France, as the People 
are put at the feet of the King: public credit has alſo 
fallen a victim to this ſucceſs, its laſt great conqueſt after 
liberty and empire. In this rapid decline no one Miniſter 
has been puniſhed, or even queſtioned; and an empire 
and a conſtitution have been loſt without one penal exam- 
ple; and in a war unparalleled in expence and diſgrace, and 
attended with the groſſeſt and rankeſt errors, cloſing the 
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account of blood with a proclamation of inſolvency- No 
murmur from the Parliament of either country----no 
murmur! Far from inquiry or complaint, confidence has 
. uniformly attended defeat and diſhonour. The Miniſter's 
majorities are become as numerous as his diſgraces ; and 
ſo gigantic have been his encroachments on the independen- 
cy of the Conſtitution, that they can only be matched by 
the gigantic encroachment of the enemy on the empire. 
In ſhort, ſo perfectly do the People appear to be driven out 
of all footing in the conſtitution, that when his Majeſt 
is driven out of almoſt all footing in Europe, and a — 
tion is made by the People, whether the Miniſters of theſe 
diſgraces and diſhonours ſhall be diſmiſſed ? they have their 
majority at hand to ſupport them. Againſt this inunda- 
tion of evil we interpoſed Reform; we were convinced 
of its neceſſity, from the conſideration of corruption at 
home; we were confirmed in that conviction from the 
conſideration of revolutions abroad. We ſaw the regal 
power of France deſtroyed by debts, by expences, and by 
abuſes ? we ſaw the Nobility interpoſe for thoſe abuſes, 
only to encumber the Throne with their ruins, and to 
add revolution of property to revolution of government. 
We ſaw in the American Revolution that a people deter- 
mined to be free cannot be enſlaved ;z the Britiſh Govern- 
ment was not equal to the taſk, even in the plentitude of 
empire, ſupported by the different Governments of the 
Provinces, and by the ſad apoſtacy of the hapleſs loyaliſt : 
that loyaliſt is a leon to the rich and great to ſtand by 
their country in all ſituations; and that in a conteſt with a 
remote Court, the firſt poſt of ſafety is to ſtand by the 
country, the ſecond poſt of ſafety is to ſtand by the coun- 
try, and the third poſt of ſafety is to ſtand by the country. 
In the American conteſt we ſaw that Reform, which had 
been born in England, and baniſhed to America, advance 
like the ſhepherd lad in Holy Writ, and overthrow Go- 
liab. He returned riding on the wave of the Atlantic, 
and his ſpirit moved on the waters of Europe. The royal 
ſhip of France went down—the Britiſh man of war la- 
| bours— your veſſel is affected throw your people over- 
board, ſay your Miniſters, and ballaſt with your abuſes 3 


| \ 


* | 
throw your abuſes over-board, we ſaid, and ballaft, with 
your people. We recollected theſe iſlands were formerly 
placed in a ſea of deſpotiſm, we ſaw they were now two 
kingdoms in a republican ocean, fituated between two 
great Revolutions, with a — being influenced 

e 


more or leſs by one or by both. aſked ourſelves, Was 
it poſſible that the American Revolution could have had 
fach effects on France, and that the American and the 
French Revolutions would have no effect on theſe coun- 
tries? The queſtions that affect the world are decided on 
the theatre of the world. The great queſtion of popu- 
lar liberty was fought on the great rivers of Europe and 
America. It remained to moderate what we could not go- 
vern ; and what method ſo ſafe to moderate popular power 
as by limited 1 ? and what method remains to 


limit the Monarchy of thefe kingdoms” (it us now no li- 


mits), but reforming Parliament What method I ſay, 
to prevent a Revolution, but a Reformation? and what is 


that Reformation of Parliament but the reſtoration to the 
People of ſelf-legiflation, without which there is nd 8 

as without Reformation there is no ſelf-legiflation ? 
we reafoned. The Government of a country may be 
7 15 in the hands of one man, and that one man may re- 
ide in another kingdom, and yet the People may be free 
and ſatisfied; but to have the iflature of the country, 
or, what is the ſame thing, the influencing and directing 
fpirit of the Leg ſlature, p 
not only the 
have not only the head but the heart diſpoſed of in another 
country ſuch a condition may be a diſguiſed, but is un- 
qualified and perfect, deſpotiſm. Self- legiſlation is life, 
and has been fought for as for being. It was that principle 
that called forth reſiſtance to the Houſe of Stuart, and 
baptized with royalty the Houſe of Hanover, when the 
People ſtood ſponſors for their allegiance to the 0 Hig 
the ſubjects: for Kings are but ſatellites, and your 


dom is the Wie tut has called them to the ſkies. It 


was with a view, efore, to reſtore liberty, and with a 
view alſo to ſecure and immortalize royalty, by reſtoring 


to the People ſelf· legiſlation, we propoſed Reform; a prin- 


aced out of the country, to have 
ing but the Legiſlature an abſentee; to 


: n the oliye. Anas W mad 


gobn 8 becauſ have forfeited their affeQtians, 
we beſeech, we See Re .reconeile the, | 
People; a. Revolutions by, Reform; (of bas 


(a) 


: N A King and People would 


ſpin. on quietliy and inſenſibly in regulap movements, — 


in a ſyſtem common to both. No, no, no---the half 
million,” faid the. Miniſtgr, 4 that is my principle of at- 


893 Among the rich L ſend; m half 70 7 and 1 


diſpatch my coercion among the His Devil mo 
forth--he deſtroyed liberty,..aud- K property-—ke conſumed 


the preſs he burged banks lages---and he fail- 


ed. * Recal your Soldier, we ſaid, “ and in his place diſ- 
patch our N conciliation. Vou have declared 
vt Gel d che Tres hold rebel to which we anfwer, 


forbid !--. yt rey the royal ear witk 
— and let . = ſent. _ Kingz 


who, pour: in regiment; after regiment to 


ur laſt experiment. Combat che Spirit of 
bo the; Spirit of Liberty; the wild Spirit of Democratic 
Liberty by the regulated Spirit of 5 Liberty, 
ſuch as may be found in a Thanked 8 with a free 


Parliament. But bow-accompliſh that but by reforming the 
preſent Parliament, whoſe narrow and contracted forma- 
tion in both countries excludes popular repreſentation ; i. . 


excludes ſelf-legiſlation; i. e. excludes liberty, and whoſe 
fatal compliances, the reſult of that defective repreſentation, 


haye cauſed, or countenanced, or ſanctioned, or ſuffered 
for a courſe of years, a ſucceſſion of meaſures which have 


collected upon us ſuch an accumulation of calamity, and . 


which have y, at an immenſe expence, and through a 
ſea of blood, ſtranded theſe Kingdoms on a ſolitary ſhore, 


naked of empire, naked of liberty, and naked of innocence, 
to ponder on-an abyſs which has ſwallowed up one ae oa | 
their fortunes, and yawns for the remainder. 8 
May the kingly power, chat forms one eſtate in our 
Conſtitution continue for ever; but let it be, as it 
felles to be, and. as by the principles and laws of theſe' 
countrigs it 1 be. eſtate xs ; and RENO 


N . 
pr 
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conſtituting one eſtate, creating anothety and influencing 
2 

May the Parliamentary Conſtitution proſper; but let it 
be an operative, independent, and active part of the Con- 
ſtitution, adviſing, confining, and ſometimes direQing | 
the Kingly power. 

May the Houſe of Commons fouriſh;butlet the Peo- 
ple be the ſole authors of its exiſtence, as hey ſhould be 
the great object of its care. 

« May the connexion with Great Britain continue; but 
let the reſult of that connexion be perfe& freedom, in the 
faireſt and fulleſt ſenſe, of all . of men, with- 
out diſtinction of religion. 

« To this purpoſe we ſpoke; and, 
purpoſe, withdrew. It now remains to add this ſappl 

tion ;---However it may pleaſe the Almighity to diſpoſe 
of Princes, or of Parliaments MAY TRE | ann TIES 
QF THE br BE nee! re 
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3 HENRY GRATTAX, 


. 
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6 conſequence. of Mr. GRATTANG. 
ADDRESS to his CONSTITUENTS, - 


the Freemen and Frecholders had a meet- 
: ing at the Royal Exchange, Dublin, on 
the 29th of July, 1797, and came to the 


lowing Reſolutions : . 1 255 


When the Hon. Mc. LAWLESS was «nin it 
"TE IT LG, to the Chair. 
A b 1 that, in PRE times: 


the Electors of this city could. only aſſemble by ihe lu 
ſerance of the Miniſter, and that being liable to be diſperſed 


* \ „ 12 
ing TS * 


by. the I there was little opportunity to 40 more N 


than propoſ Reſolution. f 


Reſolved, That by right, and the principles of the con- 
' Kitution the by entitled ed excluſively to appoint the 


third eſtate of the Legiſlature, and that the ſecurity of their 
Civil and policical liberty 


depends u the uninterru 
e yment of that indefeaſible right. 58 220 


eſolvedd, That as the Commons Houſe is at preſent 


inſtituted, the return of more than two-thirds et is 


uſurped by a few individuals as private property, and that 


% 
4 bach 


as to the remainder, any attempt to exerciſe the popular 
right is rendered fruitleſs through the corrupt and enor- 
mous influence of the 5 and hazardous through the 
recent introduction, and rciſe of a military. / 
ee by which great numbers of wers Foo unfortunate coun- 
men, on the ſlighteſt ſuſpicions of their entertaining po- 


 litical opinions different. from thoſe of the preſent Adui- 


niſtration, have had their houſes burned, or been them- 
ſelves tranſported, or put to death, without even ru form 


of accuſation or trial 


ſentation of the people 


Reſol ved therefore, That not wiſhing t o have any. erer ; 

_ Ciſeof the Elective og that is not nor any repre. _ 
t is not full, 0 and adequate, 

| * wall 1 825 from oy; W whatever at the en- 


x 
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ſuing Election, and, as far as in us lies, leave to the 


King's Miniſters, che appointment of the King's Far- 
llament. e 1 


Reſolved, That we do heartily approve of the principles 


and ſentiments contained in the Addreſs of our late excel- 
lent Repreſentative the Rt. Hon. HENRY GRAT TAN, 
and that we are ſenſible he has. not retired from that poſt 
which he ſo eminently filled, as long as any hope remained 
that the parliamentary exerciſe, of his virtues und talents 


could be of advantage to his country. . But we truſt he 
will reeollect that his public duty, does not ceaſe with his 


repreſentative ſituation. EOS 
The above Reſolution was ſeconded by a Gentleman, 
who declared the motives which induced him to decline 


the exerciſe of the Rgiflative franchiſe; He ſaid, that, 


ſhould the phrenſy of Miniſters lead them to attempt to 
unite the legillatures of the two Kingdoms, it would be 
moſt defirable that the citizens of Dublin ſhould not be 
repreſented in a Houſe of Commons which might conſent 
to ſuch a flagrant act an act that would tend more than 
any that had yet occurred to divide the empire. 
An eminent Counſellor ſtated ſeveral facts which had 


fallen within his profeſſional knowledge; to the truth of F 


which he pledged his private and public honour. A 

other things, he ſaid, it had been ſtated (and ignorant) 

1 perſons employed in the execution of the laws, that the 
abeas Corpus Act, was totally ſuſpended by an Act of 


the laſt Parliament. Such an opinion had very generally 
obtained through the country, and indeed it was very fully 
illuſtrated by the conduct of Magiſtrates and military men, 


who had ated as if this had been really the caſe; but who; 


In ſo doing, had vidlated every principle of law, and 


and every privilege of the Conſtitution that remained to 
the ſubject. The fact, as to the Habeas Corpus Act, 


was not fo; for though a Bill had paſſed, ſuſpendihg its 
powers, it was only in ſpecial caſes, and expreſsly under 


the warrant of the Lord Lieutenant, or his Secretary. 
But numberleſs inftances fell within his knowledge, when 


* 
this power had been aſſumed and executed without * 
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PWarrant of either! and this aſſumption, even in the moſt 
flagrant inſtances; had been winked at by thoſe. in power. 
- Many bundreds of the unfortunate — and peaſantry 
of the untry, had not only their houſes burnt about their 
ears by a military force, and under the direction of Ma- 
giſtrates, but themſelves either put to death, committed 
to priſons, or ſent on board ſhips of war, without even the 
ſemblance of previous trial, He had ſeen the committals 
ſent with theſe men to different jails; he had ſeen an heap 
of them near two feet high, couched in terms of the gredlelt Ty 
ignorance, and carrying into effect the moſt flagitious 
violations on the liberty of the ſubject. _ In many of them, 
ſent with crowds of priſoners to jail, it ſeemed as if the 
1 Magiſtrates not only deemed it unneceſſary to ſpecify the 
\ * crime againſt the priſoners, but een to mention the very 
7 names of many of the perſons committed ; running thus _ 
| i Receive the bodies of A: B. C. P. -E. F. G. H. 
Kc. &c. &c. &c. into your cuſfody, and them ſafely keep. 
I ſhail call to you on Monday next, and lodge commit- 
tc tals upon them !”” Several of thoſe unhappy people were 
after wards ſent up to the jails of Dublin, and from thence 
14 ou on board yeſlels of war, in the harbour, without trial. 
Many of thoſe unfortunate people had applied for his pro- 
x | feſſional advice, as to the ſpeedieſt mode of li Faxtioge ve 
he had recommended an Habeas. Corpus to the King's 
Bench, but he had the mortification to find his clients * | 
4. feated by the flagitious ſtratagems and falſe returns of the 
. | . Regulating Captain, who ſfated thoſe men Wa + ſeamen 
"| > ' - who voluntarily entered His Majeſty's Fleet. , they 
; were put on board a veſſel under his dominian, the. F. :5- 
ferred to another not ſa, and then 0 back 5 cir 


PER 8 Pie choice to his veſſel, and thus deemed volunteers of the 
| . cet. 45 | Ln FE? e 14 =. 
39 | >. Thus it was that the Laws of the Land and the Liberty 


bol the Subject were wantonly violated, with impunity to the 
/ perſons entruſted with their execution, and thoſe were the 
| grounds on which he ſhould give his hearty aſſent to the 
- Kelolution,, $0004) ICs ares beads onal 46, 
Mr. GRATTAN was preſent, but did not ſpeak ; he 
_ however, inafeyw e the following; 
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1 FELLOW crr1zens, © | * 
A light indifpofition has drovented ,me thaw. Sein ; 
0 your Reſolution, an immediate anſwer, When the coun- "KF 
try is put down the preſs deftroyed---and Public Meet- ' ©, 
Ings, for the purpoſe of exerciſing the ri right of petition to ; 
8 ers, are threatened and diſperſed by the mi- © 
rd I agree with you that a general election is no more | 
than an opportunity to exerciſe, by permiſſion of the ar- : 
| ofthe the ſolitary privilege to return a few repreſentatives 5 
the people 5 a houſe occupied by the repreſentatives ß 
boroughs. When che Triſh Parliament was perpetual or 
- provincial, it was of little moment how that Parliament - | 
was conftituted---but- becoming independent, it became 1 6 
" eſſential that it ſhould become conffiturional , and in order 1 
to be conſtitutional, it was neceſſary that che Commons 
_ ſhould 1 0 an integral part thereof; fourteen years Uu 
Fe riment, and hayite failed, — 
ou 8 e a ſmall portion of that repreſentation, 
che whole of which belongs to you you will not confirm 
an unjuſt diftribution o your Bure by becoming a 
poor 5 on a poor your inheritance z =» 
you refuſe to e your ſanction to your excluſion, * 
will not attend a ceremony which has proved the trade of 
de individual, and the ruin of the country, While I en- 
tertain ſuch an opinion, I beg to expreſs my profound re- | © 
L for ſome enlig htened and valuable individuals who . - . | 
differ from me; — to their opinion; L ſhould ſuſpec̃t ty 
my own if it was not fortified by yours. - I think the peo= 
WILLIS tfectly right when they inſiſt to 
be nothing leſs whole of the third eſtate: be 
people are in contemplation of the Conſtitution, only a per 
eee e we th w of the Gun 1 
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utrages 
© Jy, 0! publiſh, left he too ſhould be 
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ohe. Ts that too "ach? * 5 n G , e 
they aſk the repreſentation of that Prince to whom t Ee 
"gave the Crown. + Without Serene from any of 1d . 
rights which exiſt, independent o any artifical ö 
the people claim "under the general conſtitution” of the | 
land, and under their own _ Nagy torr right. | 
to be an i of the The Conſti tus 
tion tells them that their li exiſts i in their exemption ot ey 
from any laws ſave thoſe to which by repreſentation they 2 5 
conſent; their declaration of right 7 them that the 
Eing, the Lords, and the Commons of Ireland are the 0 | 
body competent to make her laws, by which it is not {Y 
Aſſerted that the Iriſh Parliament is excluſively the I 
iſlature; byt that the people are an integral part thereof. Vo. 
If en the People are not N integral % Wo, 
part, the conſtitution of the realm and the claim of 7 =Þ 1 7 
evaded and defeated. The Miniſter ſtands in the e 
Parliament -he becomes the arbiter of your lives — bs. 
tunes, and transfers that dominion to the Britiſh Cabinet 2 1 
on whom he and thus re- impoſes on this realm 
the legiſlative power of another country. When your Mi- 
niſters tell you that the Reform of Parliament was only a 
7 3 them to be in earneſt 5 
made the experiment — happy had it 
been for the py had it been for TY 7 85 
they would then indeed have poſſeſſed but one-third of tze 
Conſtitution, but they would not have loſt the whole of the 
empire. Foreign diſgrace leads naturally and of courſe to 
the ſubject of domeſtic oppreſſion. I cannot here omit that | 
part of your Reſolution which adverts to the barbarities 0 N 
committed on the habitations} property; and perſons of the Þ Ke 
8 and I beg to join with yours my teſtimon y againſt 5 
. Tuch ch repeated wanton, frage, abominable, and 8 
barbarities and Murders, ſuch as no printer will 
undered r 155 
murdered for the ordinary exereiſe of his trade. . 5 
der- 5 
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take this oppor 5 returning my thanks to the 
of Skier who have expreſſed their appro- 


tion of my cada? I do believe our meaſures were 
ENG * * the * 1 Wor Oy.” 
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> not fanctioned by the majority of Parliament; if that n. 
Jority whoſe motives I do not diſcuſs, whoſe infatuation I 1 


lament; if that majority, inſtead of attaching itſelf to the 
| Court, had conſidered itſelf as part and parcel of the people, 
they bad conſulted their dignity better. Why am I ſupe- 
rio to Miniſters or Viceroys ? Becauſe I do not afſume to 
be ſuperior to my fellow-eitizens, Had that majority taken 
a proud poſt, and identified with the people; bad they ſeized 


the opportunity of doing juſtice to Ireland, and inſtead of © _ 


voting millions without getting any thing for the country, 

_ ſupported us in our motion to ameliorate the condition of 

the peaſantry, in our motion in an equal trade, in our at- 
tempts to emaneipate the Catholics, and to reform the Par- 

| Lament, their country would now have liberty-and peace, 
inſtead of, diſtraction at home and negociatiom abroad 
where the Britiſh Negociator remains with 110 Irim 
Boroughs about his neck, to pay for every crime the Mi- 
niſter has committed on the Iriſh, ſo many erics in empire. 
You expreſs a wiſh that my public duty ſhould not ceaſe - 
with my repreſentative capacity. In that idea I entirely 
concur. My ſeat in Parliament was but a part of my 


fituation ; my relationſhip to my country was higher and 

more permanent; the duty of a citizen is commenſurats 

with his powers of body and mind: ah 

A With the greateſt reſpect, 

Fuͤ our moſt humble ſervant, cc. 
H. GRATTAN,. 
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